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Of this booklet, there have been printed in 
the month of O&ober, 1928, two hundred 
and fifty copies only. The cover, title page, 
all display lines and folios are Ludlow-set 
in True-Cut Caslon and Ludlow 
borders and ornaments. 
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A Projeét for Printing 
in Bermuda, 1772 


Ir IS not generally known that an eminent 
American printer came near being the first 
printer in the Island of Bermuda. Isaiah 
Thomas, the distinguished patriot printer of 
Boston and Worcester, had married Mary 
Dill, a native of Bermuda. In 1772, when 
politics were very perplexing, especially to 
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the editor of a newspaper, Thomas gave some 
thought to avoid the embarrassments conse- 
quent on the publication of any sentiments 
he might express, by moving his office to 
Bermuda. 

So he wrote his father-in-law, Joseph 
Dill, who was then in Bermuda, the follow- 
ing letter which has never before been pub- 
lished. It is transcribed from the draft by 
Thomas which is in the collection of the 
American Antiquarian Society: 


Boston, New England, 

Sir March 18th, 1772 
After so long a silence which has been entirely 
owing to the want of an opportunity, I beg leave 
to address you on the subject of a Printing office 
being established in the Island of Bermuda, prev- 
ious to this I would inform your Honor, that I 
received your very kind Letter about 18 months 
ago, which I did myself the Honour of answering 
by one Capt. Cooper of your Island, but his Ves- 
sel and cargo being entirely lost the Letters per- 
ished with them. I carry on the printing Business 
in this metropolis, and have no reason to complain 
of my success; but there are some circumstances 
which would make me willing to quit my engage- 
ment here, if I could be encouraged in Bermuda— 
in the first place one of my profession here must 
be either of one party or the other, (he cannot 
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please both) he must therefore incur the censure 
and displeasure of the opposite party or persons, 
(though caressed and encouraged by others) which 
is disagreeable to me. In the second place Mrs. 
Thomas has a great desire of living in her native 
country [Bermuda] for which reasons, upon suit- 
able encouragement I would be glad to settle 
there. I have every utensil for carrying on the 
Business and have settled a correspondence all over 
America, and a correspondent or two in England, 
by which means I should be furnished with Euro- 


- pean and American intelligence. If Sir, you and 


the gentlemen of your Island are still willing to 
encourage me I beg you would favor me once 
more with a Line, as soon as shall seem agreeable 
to you, that I may settle my affairs here so as to 
come over in the fall. 
I remain Sir 
your ever humble servant 
hae 


Ss. 

If there should be any vessel coming from your 
Island to any of the hereafter mentioned places, 
if you should think proper, you may send a line 
direct to me, to the care of those gentlemen whose 
name[s] are fixed against each place. 
Philadelphia, Messrs. Hall & Sellers 
New York, Mr. Hugh Gaine, or John Holt 
Newport, Rhode Island, Mr. Solomon 

_ Southwick 
New London, Mr. Timothy Green 
New. Haven, Messrs. Greens 
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Or if there should be no vessels bound here or 
to any of these vessells [sic], you may direct for 
me to the care of Mr. Robert Wells, printer in 
Charles Town, or to Messrs. Purdie & Dixon or 
the postmaster in Williamsburg, Virginia. 


I. Thomas 


As we are well aware, nothing came of the 
proposal. ‘Thomas continued the publication 
of the Massachusetts Spy as a strong adherent 
of the American cause, and later built up in 
Worcester the most important printing and 
publishing business in the country. 

Printing was first introduced into Ber- 
muda about twelve years after the date of 
Thomas’ proposal. According to Peter Lund 
Simmonds (Statistical Society of London 
Journal, London, 1841, vol. 4, part 2, Pp. 
111-136), a printing office was established 
in the island in 1784, by J. Stockdale. In 
July of that year he began the issue of the 
Bermuda Gazette, the first newspaper 
printed in the Island. This publication passed 
through various hands, but was continued 
for many years. 
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